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T.Y. B.A.  ANTHROPOLOGY      Course: AANT0601 

 

Title: Anthropology: Perspectives, Themes and Frameworks II 
 

Learning Objectives: 

1. To introduce students to the theoretical perspectives and lenses that have informed  

anthropological practice.  

2. To enable students to critically examine all our socio-cultural constructions.  

3. To enable students to articulate their own ideas coherently.  

 

Number of lectures: 60  

 

UNIT I: Symbolic and Interpretive Anthropology   [15 lectures]  

a. Mary Douglas or Victor Turner  

b. Clifford Geertz  

 

UNIT II: Marxist Influences      [17 lectures]  

a. Early Practitioners [e.g. Maurice Godelier] 

b. Post Marxism [e.g. Michael Taussig]  

 

UNIT III:Gendered Critiques      [15 lectures]  

a. Marxism and Gender [e.g. Eleanor Burke Leacock])  

b. Relocating Gender - Masculinity and other shifting/unstable Gendered Identities. [e.g. 

Cornwall]  

 

UNIT IV:  Post Modern Irruptions      [15 lectures]  

a. Gender , Culture and Power [e.g. Leila Abu-Lughod]  

b. Anarchist aspirations [e.g. David Graeber]  

 

CIA:  Group Presentations/Review of a theme. 

 

List of Recommended Reference Books  

Afzal-Khan, Fawzia et al. (2000) The Preoccupation of Postcolonial Studies. London: Duke 

Univ. Press.  

Aggarwal, Ravina. (2000) “Traversing Lines of Control: Feminist Anthropology Today.” 

The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 571(14): 14-29.  

Asad, Talal. (1975) Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter. London: Ithaca Press.  

Barnard, Alan. (2004) History and Theory in Anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  

Barth, Fredrik et al. (2005) One discipline, Four Ways : British, German, French, and 

American anthropology. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.  

Browning, Gary et al. (2000) Understanding Contemporary Society: Theories of the 

Present. New Delhi: Sage Publications.  

Comaroff, Jean &Comaroff, John. (2003) “Ethnography on an awkward scale Postcolonial 

anthropology and the violence of abstraction.” Ethnography, 4(2): 147–179.  

Cornwall, Andrea & Lindisfarne, Nancy. (2005) Dislocating masculinity: comparative 

ethnographies. New York: Routledge.  

Erickson, Paul A. & Murphy Liam D. (2008) A History of Anthropological Theory. 

Toronto: University of Toronto Press.  
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Gardiner, Judith Kegan. (2002) Masculinity Studies and Feminist Theory: New Directions. 

New York: Columbia University Press.  

Graeber, David. (2004) Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology. Chicago: Prickly 

Paradigm Press, LLC.  

Harris, Marvin. (2001) The Rise of Anthropological Theory: A History of Theories of 

Culture. Oxford: Altamira Press.  

Kelly, J. D. (2001) “Postcoloniality.” in Smelser, N. J. et al. (eds.) International 

Encyclopedia of the Social &Behavioral Sciences. London: Elsevier: 11844-49.  

Kuklick, Henrika. (2008) A New History of Anthropology. Oxford: Blackwell Publications.  

Kuper, Adam. (2005) Anthropology and Anthropologists: The Modern British School. Third 

ed. London: Routledge.  

Layton, Robert. (1997) An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge 

Univ. Press.  

Lewin, Ellen (ed.). (2006) Feminist Anthropology: A Reader. Oxford: Blackwell.  

Lewis, Diane. (1973) “Anthropology and Colonialism.” Current Anthropology, 14(5): 581-

602.  

McGee, Jon R. & Warms, Richard L. (2008) Anthropological Theory: An Introductory 

History. Fourth Ed. Boston: McGraw Hill.  

Moore, Jerry D. (ed.) (2009) Visions of Culture: An Annotated Reader. Lanham: Altamira 

Press.  

-------------------- (ed.) (2009) Visions of Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological 

Theories and Theorists. Third Ed. Lanham: Altamira Press.  

Mosse, David. (1999) “Colonial and Contemporary Ideologies of 'Community 

Management': The Case of Tank Irrigation Development in South India.” Modern Asian 

Studies, 33(2): 303-338.  

Ortner, Sherry B. (2006) Anthropology and social theory: culture, power, and the acting 

subject. London: Duke University Press.  

Pels, Peter. (1997) “The Anthropology of Colonialism: Culture, History, and the Emergence 

of Western Governmentality.” Annual Review of Anthropology. 26: 163-183.  

Prakash, Gyan. (ed.) (1995) After Colonialism: Imperial Histories and Postcolonial 

Displacements. Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press.  

Scott, David. (1992) “Anthropology and Colonial Discourse.” Cultural Anthropology, 7(3): 

301-326.  

Wekker, Gloria. (2006) “‘‘What’s Identity Got to Do with It?’’: Rethinking Identity in Light 

of the Mati Work in Suriname.” In Ellen Lewin (ed.). Feminist Anthropology: A Reader. 

Oxford: Blackwell: 435-447.  
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T.Y. B.A.  ANTHROPOLOGY      Course: AANT0602 

 

Title: Anthropology of Development -II 
 

Learning Objectives:  

1. To introduce students to the Development Debates of the 21st Century    

2. To get a historical view of Theoretical Development perspectives    

3. To understand the consequences of Development initiatives on the ground   

4. To explore new practices that may lead to a better quality of life for all 

 

Number of lectures: 60  

 

UNIT I: Approaches to Development     [15 lectures] 

a. Structural approaches to development: Marxism and Neo-Marxism  

b. Dependency Theory and World Systems Theory  

c. Structural alternatives?  

    

UNIT II: Alternatives to Development     [15 lectures] 

a. Third World Alternatives to Development – elements for a consensus  

b. The Subaltern Movement – a discursive insurrection  

c. Taking culture and ethnicity seriously  

d. Conscientisation and Grass Roots Movements  

 

UNIT III:Sustainable Development     [15 lectures] 

a. Sustainable Development: Equity and Ecology  

b. Rural neglect in Independent India: infrastructure and agriculture  

c. Indian Urbanisation and SEZs  

d. Health and Education in India  

 

UNIT IV:Tribes and “Development”     [15 lectures] 

a. Tribal culture and Tribal development  

b. Issues of tribal economy, migration, displacement and deforestation  

c. Tribal health and education  

d. Denotified Tribes and Wandering Tribes 

 

CIA: Writtenassignment 

 

List of Recommended Reference Books       

  

1. Appadurai, Arjun. 2004. The capacity to aspire: culture and the terms of recognition. 

In Vijayendra Rao and Michael Walton (eds) Culture and Public Action, Stanford: 

Stanford University Press. 

Beteille Andre, 1996. Indian Anthropology. In Bernard and Spence, Encyclopedia of 

Social and Cultural Anthropology. London: Routledge.     

Brett, E.A. 2009. Reconstructing Development Theory. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Chang, H.J. 2002. Kicking Away the Ladder – Development Strategy in Historical 

Perspective. London: Anthem Press. 

Chew &Denemark. 1996. The Underdevelopment of Development. 

Featherstone Mike (ed). Global Culture, Nationalism, Globalisation and Modernity. 

OUP. Harrison David. The Sociology of Modernisation and Development.  
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Kohli, A.  (2004)  State-Directed Development: Political Power and Industrialisation in  

the Global Periphery. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

McGee & Warms. 1996. Anthropology Theory: An Introductory History. Mayfield  

Publishing Company.        

Milanovic, Branko, The Two Faces of Globalization: Against Globalization as We Know 

It in World Development Vol. 31, No. 4, pp. 667–683, 2003 

Rapley John. 1996. Understanding Development: Theory and Practice in the 3rd World. 

  

Reinert, E. 2007. How Rich Countries Got Rich…and Why Poor Countries Stay Poor. 

London: Constable. 

Seligson&Passe-Smith (ed). 1998. Development and Underdevelopment: The Political 

Economy of Global Inequality.  

So Alvin Y. 1990. Social Change and Development: Modernisation, Dependency Theory 

and World System Theory. Sage Publications.  

Srivastava S.P. (ed). 1998. The Development Debate: Critical Perspectives. Rawat 

Publications, Jaipur, N. Delhi. 

________________________________________________________ 
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TYBA ANTHROPOLOGY      COURSE: AANT0603 

Title: Applied Anthropology – II 
 

Learning Objectives  

1. To introduce students to the practice of applying anthropological theories and methods in 

everyday situations.  

2. Examining contemporary processes through an anthropological lens. 

3. Critically applying anthropological knowledge to their research. 

 

Number of Lectures: 45 

 

UNIT I: Corporate Anthropology     (15 lectures) 

• Evolution of Corporate Anthropology  

• “Organizational Culture”: From Anthropology to the Office 

• Issues and case studies 

 

UNIT II: Anthropology of the City     (15 lectures) 

• Imagining the city: metaphors and images 

• Migration, adaptation and the diaspora 

• The cultural role of world cities 

 

UNIT III: Anthropology of the State      (15 lectures) 

• State and Governmentality 

• Everyday Practices of the State: Bureaucracy, Corruption 

• Embodied, Gendered and Affective States 

 

CIA: Dissertation 

 

List of Recommended References  

 

Unit I: Corporate Anthropology  

Baba, M. 2006. “Anthropology and Business”. H. James Birx, (ed.). Encyclopaedia of 

Anthropology. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications: 83-117.  

 

Cefkin, (ed.) 2010. Ethnography and the Corporate Encounter: Reflections on Research in 

and of Corporations [1st ed.]. USA:Berghahn Books. 

 

Geert de Neve, Peter Leutchford, Jeffery Pratt and Donald C. Wood (eds.). Hidden Hands in 

the Market_ Ethnographies of Fair Trade, Ethical Consumption, and Corporate Social 

Responsibility. UK:Emerald. 

 

Jordan, A. T. (2010). “The Importance of Business Anthropology: Its Unique Contributions”. 

International Journal of Business Anthropology Vol. 1(1): 15-25.  
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Mankekar, P. and Akhil Gupta. 2017. Future Tense: Capital, labour and technology in a 

service industry in Hau: Journal of Ethnographic Theory. 7 (3): 67–87. 

 

Sherry, J. F. (Dec. 1988). “Teaching International Business: A View from Anthropology”. 

Anthropology and Education Quarterly. Vol.19, No.4: 396-415.  

 

Unit II: Anthropology of the City  

Gugler, J. (2004) World cities beyond the West Cambridge University Press: New York  

 

Gmelch,G. et al. (2010) Urban Life: Readings in the Anthropology of the City USA: 

Wavelength Press.  

 

Low, Setha M. (1997). “Theorizing the City: Ethnicity, Gender and Globalization.” Critique 

of Anthropology. v. 17, no. 4, 1997:403-409  

 

Melissa, B. et al ed. (2009) Dissent and Cultural Resistance in Asia’s Cities. New York: 

Routledge.  

 

Pardo, I.. and Giuliana B. Prato (eds.). 1988.Anthropology in the city : methodology and 

theory. Surrey:Ashgate. 

 

Unit III: Anthropology of the State 

 

Aretxaga, B. (2003). Maddening States. Annual Review of Anthropology, 32(1), 393–410. 

 

Corbridge, S., Williams, G., Veron, R., & Srivastava, M. (2005). Seeing the State: 

Governance and Governmentality in India. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Ferguson, J. (1996). The Anti-Politics Machine: ‘Development,’ Depoliticization, and 

Bureaucratic Power in Lesotho (3rd ed.). Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

 

Ferguson, J., & Gupta, A. (2002). Spatializing States: Toward an Ethnography of Neoliberal 

Governmentality. American Ethnologist,29(4), 981–1002. 

 

Gledhill, John. 2000. Power and its Disguises: Anthropological Perspectives on Politics. 2nd 

edition. London: Pluto. 

 

Gupta, A. (1995). Blurred boundaries: The discourse of corruption, the culture of politics, and 

the imagined state. American Ethnologist, 22(2), 375–402. 

 

Gupta, Akhil and Aradhna Sharma (eds) (2006) Anthropology of the State: A Reader. Malden 

MA: Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Gupta, Akhil (2012) Red tape: Bureaucracy, structural violence, and poverty in India. Duke 

University Press. 

 

Linke, U (2006) “Contact Zones: Rethinking the sensual life of the state, Anthropological 

Theory,6 (2), 205-225. 
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Trouillot, M.-R. (2001). The Anthropology of the State in the Age of Globalization: Close 

Encounters of the Deceptive Kind. Current Anthropology, 42(1), 125–138. 

 

Tsing, A. L. (1994). From the Margins. Cultural Anthropology, 9(3), 279–297. 

 

Vincent, Joan, ed. 2002. The Anthropology of Politics: A Reader in Ethnography, Theory, 

and Critique. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 

 

 


