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LIFE SCIENCE

S.Y.B.Sc. Course No.: SSCS0301

Title: Science Communication Skills |

Learning Objectives:
The course aims to:

1.
2.

3.
4.

Introduce the students to the norms of formal academic writing.

Develop in students the ability to comprehend and utilize various scientific
information resources.

Train students to create original literature while avoiding plagiarism.

Enable students to plan and write various types of academic assignments

Number of lectures: 15

I: Norms of Academic Writing (3 lectures)

1.

ok w0

Significance of scientific communication in academics and research

Choice of words in academic writing

Conventions in academic writing — tone, style, structure of an academic write-up
Assessing credibility of an information resource — facts versus opinions
Note-taking — methods and tools to aid note-taking in a class

Il: Avoiding Plagiarism (3 lectures)

1.
2.
3.

Plagiarism — definition and types

Self-plagiarism

Methods to avoid plagiarism

a. Summary writing

b. Paraphrase

c. Quotations

d. Citations

Software for similarity and plagiarism checks — TURNITIN, VIPER

I11: Types of Scientific Literature (3 lectures)

1.

Modes of scientific communication - news article, editorial, scientific report, review
article, original research article, thesis, poster, oral presentation in a conference
Primary and Secondary Literature — Definition, distinguishing features and examples
Structure and format of specific examples — news article, review article, research
paper, thesis, poster

Use of PUBMED, Google Scholar to conduct a literature search

IV: Planning and Writing Academic Assignments (3 lectures)

Howobde

Writing an experiment for lab journal
Project Report

Writing an essay/assignment
Constructing Statement of Purpose
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V: References and Bibliography

1.
2.

In-text citations

Reference writing in APA style

a. Textbook/book chapter as source

b. Research paper/Journal article as source

c. Websites

d. Citations

Constructing a bibliography

Reference management tools — ZOTERO, ENDNOTE

(3 lectures)
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Template of Theory Question paper

Course: SSCS0301

CIA 1 — 10 marks, 30 mins.
Test

CIA Il — 10 marks

Home assignment

End Semester exam — 30 marks, 1 hour.

Test on all topics
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DEPARTMENT OF LIFE SCIENCE AND BIOCHEMISTRY

|

|

Science Communication Course Life Science Exam Grid Semester 4

Course Exam Knowledge and Information Understanding | Application/Analysis | Total
CIA| 4 4 2 10
0401 CIA 4 4 2 10
End semester 10 10 10 30
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